Rhunahaorine Primary School

Providing a learning environment which is safe, vibrant and nurturing, supporting all our children to be the best they can be.
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CONTEXT
Homework is often a subject which divides people’s opinion.  Some believe that children have worked hard enough at school all day and deserve to have their time as their own at home.  Others believe that education is fully the responsibility of the school and that parents and carers should not be expected to teach their children at home.  Others see homework as a way for parents and carers to have insight into what their child is learning at school and for them to be able be part of that learning journey.
Education Scotland place value on home work or home learning as it is now often called.  This article from Education Scotland gives you a little more insight into the benefits of having a supportive home learning environment. 

Home learning environment | Learning at home | Parentzone Scotland | Parentzone Scotland

At Rhunahaorine Primary School, we want you to be fully involved in your child’s learning.  After all, home and school are the best partnership for ensuring that your child is thriving.
Each term you will receive a curricular overview for your child which tells you what they will be learning across the curriculum.  As Rhunahaorine operates as a multi-composite class, there will naturally be some crossover and our interdisciplinary learning (IDL or topic work) will be under the same context but differentiated to provide your child with learning which meets their age, stage and need.
Ongoing assessment is an essential part of how we ensure that we are meeting your child’s needs and shaping the curriculum to help them reach their potential.  As we do this, we will be providing homework which supports what is being taught in class alongside what your child needs at that time.  This means that homework may look slightly different for each child in the class.

WHAT WILL HOMEWORK LOOK LIKE?
Homework will consist of a combination of literacy and numeracy tasks.  
SPELLING
Children are given a ‘pre-test’ of a specific spelling pattern on a Monday.  This allows us to provide the children with spelling words which they are not already able to spell.  The children will then be taught the spelling rule for that pattern and given daily opportunities through the morning soft start to practise these.  We would ask that you also practise these words with them at home during the course of the week. They will then be given the same spelling test on a Friday with the expectation that they will have improved.  We will also be ensuring that the children can spell the most commonly used words and so some additional ‘tricky words’ will be added to each list.  Again, these will vary from child to child.

READING
In school, we want to encourage the children to develop a love for reading.  We want them to see this as something to be enjoyed rather than endured.  Our younger children need to practise reading every day.  For Primary 1 and Primary 2, this will be going over their phonics and practising those ‘tricky words,’ the ones which need to be learnt by sight, rather than by ‘sounding out.’ Little and often is the key to success here.
Our children in the middle primaries will continue to use Read, Write, Inc to support their reading.  Again, we would encourage the children to read every day in school and as often as possible at home.  Re-reading the text at home they have worked on in class helps to reinforce their learning.
Our older children will be supported to have choice in their reading material.  We want to choose texts which will interest them and also challenge them at the same time.  The emphasis for these children is about their understanding of not just the plot but all of the author’s craft too.

MATHS
In order to be successful in Maths, children need to be confident in the four basic operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.  Maths homework for all children will be supporting the reinforcement of the learning taking place in class at the time.  
For our youngest children, we will be focusing on practising their numbers bonds to 10 and then to 20.  
For all other children, the emphasis must be on learning and increasing their speed of recall of the multiplication tables.

WHEN WILL HOMEOWRK BE ISSUED?
Homework will be issued on a Monday.  We appreciate that everybody has busy lives and the children are involved in lots of out of school clubs and activities.  Therefore, we ask that you support the completion of homework in whatever way suits your family.  Some families like to use the weekend for catch up, whilst others would prefer to get it done throughout the week.  Homework should be submitted the following Monday, giving the option for the weekend to be used by those who wish to.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF HOMEWORK IS NOT COMPLETED?
We understand that life happens and there are times where homework might not be able to be completed and submitted as expected.  We would ask that you just drop us a quick note in the jotter to let us know.  Should this become a regular scenario, we would reach out to you to see if we can find a way forward.

WHAT HAPPENS IF MY CHILD DOES NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY ARE TO DO?
We will always go over homework with your child in class to ensure they know what is expected of them.  If when they get home, they are not sure, please just drop an email to enquiries-Rhunahaorine@argyll-bute.gov.uk and put ‘Homework Query’ in the subject. Either myself or Mrs Flett will get back to you to clarify.

Please do not allow homework to become a battle between you and your child.  If you are finding that your child is struggling to complete their homework, let us know and we can work together to find a way to support them learning at home.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]
image1.png




